Harris County Healthcare Alliance                                                         Consensus Agenda Items for 82nd Legislature


Given the budget outlook for SFY 2012-2013, the Harris County Healthcare Alliance and its member organizations are especially concerned that adequate safety net program funding be preserved. Premature cuts in these programs in anticipation of federal health reform are unjustifiable at this point in time. Health care safety net programs that bear close monitoring include:

· HHSC, DSHS, DADS, and other health-related state agency budgets
· Impact of potential reductions on the CHIP and Medicaid programs
· Availability of DSH and UPL funding for hospitals’ uncompensated care costs
· Funding for the Healthy Texas program for affordable small business coverage
· Trauma funding support
The Legislature should make use of available state revenue, including the Rainy Day Fund, to maintain CHIP and Medicaid covered benefits and other safety net health care programs. Additional revenue raisers that improve the health of Texans, such as taxes on soda, alcoholic beverages, and cigarettes should be considered as well.
Health Information Technology  

Implement the federally approved and funded State Cooperative Agreement for statewide health information technology in support of local exchange activities.  Active through GHHIE and THIEC
Support implementation of incentive and other programs to promote adoption of electronic health records by healthcare providers.  Support: TMA, THA, Regional Extension Centers
Medicaid/CHIP

Build upon the performance improvements of 2010 in Medicaid and CHIP eligibility systems to fully eliminate delays, backlogs, and erroneous denials by assuring staffing levels, technical resources and processes are designed to meet or exceed federal processing standards.  Support:  CHC, TCHP, TIP, March of Dimes, Planned Parenthood, Texas CHIP Coalition
Improve access to care for Medicaid beneficiaries by ensuring that reimbursement rates are adequate to cover the costs of providing care.  Support:  TMA, THA, HCMS and Alliance Member providers
Support initiatives that maximize Medicaid and CHIP federal matching funds.  Monitor

Health Insurance 
Facilitate the creation of a state health insurance exchange ahead of the federal deadline that allows regional health insurance exchanges to be created.  Active

Support implementation of the Healthy Texas reinsurance program to expand access to affordable coverage for small businesses.  Active
Implement other required elements of insurance reform as mandated by the Affordable Care Act 2010.  Monitor
Behavioral Health

Maintain existing funding levels for public behavioral health services and increase funding for critically needed services such as integrated care, permanent supportive housing, continuity of care programs for jail and prison releases, and services for juveniles on probation. Enhance state revenue and cost savings through intermediate level of behavioral health initiative.  Support:  MHMRA and Harris County
Workforce
Provide adequate and stable funding to expand the primary care and behavioral health care workforce needed for Houston/Harris County, including the Physician Education Loan Repayment program, Primary Care Preceptorship program, and Medicaid funding for graduate medical education.  Support:  TMA, TACHC, MHMRA

Other

Require 24/7 coverage of hospital emergency rooms by qualified emergency medical care physicians.  Support: THA, Alliance Hospital Members
Protect gains from tort reform.  Monitor
Maintain existing levels of charity care required of hospitals for State tax exemption and support efforts to improve reporting of charity care and community benefits.  Monitor
Facilitate the development of regional (multi-county) health care initiatives, including those that seek collaboration with area counties in caring for uninsured persons.  Support:  Harris County
Support moving toward an opt-out system for the statewide immunization registry.  Monitor
Support the recommendations of HHSC’s Integration of Health and Behavioral Health Services Workgroup.  Monitor
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